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A presentation of birth and fertility rates for geographic divisions,
States, and selected standard metropolitan statistical areas (SMSA’S)
and cities during the years 1969-71. Discusses differences in rates
by place of residence according to birth characteristics (age of
mother, live-birth order, race, and legitimacy status). Rates are also
shown for specified racizd or national origin groups and for native
and foreign-born women.
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BIRTH AND FERTILITY RATES
FOR STATES AND METROPOLITAN AREAS
Ernell Spratley, Division of Vital Statista”cs
INTRODUCTION
This report presents average birth and fer-
tility rates for geographic divisions, States, and
selected standard metropolitan statistical areas
(SMSA’S) and cities for the years 1969-71.
AvaiIability of detailed population data from the
1970 Decennial Census made it possible to
expand and supplement the rates that have
previously been published for these years in
Vital Statistics of the United States, Vol. I,
Natality.
Birth statistics presented in this report, with
the exception of those concerned with illegit-
imacy, are based on information obtained from
the birth certificates of the 50 States and the
District of Columbia. Illegitimacy data refer
only to those States reporting legitimacy status
on the birth certificates. Microfilm copies of all
birth records were sent to the National Center
for Health Statistics where a 50-percent sample
of records was seIected.
All rates shown in this report, except those
for SMSA’S and those according to the mother’s
nativity, are averages of data for the 3 years
1969-71. Birth data for SMSA’S during 1969 are
based on the 1960 definition of SMSA’S, and
data for 1970-71 are based on the 1970 defini-
tion of these areas. Because of this change in
definition, rates for SMSA’S were limited to an
average of data for 1970 and 1971. Data on
births according to place of birth of mother
were unavailable for 1969 so rates according to
the mother’s nativity were restricted to an
average for 1970 and 1971.
The rates shown in this report include the
following: birth rates by age of mother and by
live-birth order for the United States, each of
the nine geographic divisions (as defined by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census), each State, and the
50 largest SMSA’S; birth rates by age of mother
for the central city or cities of these SMSA’S and
the area outside of the central cities; illegitimacy
rates by age of mother for States reporting
legitimacy status and for SkfSA’s with popula-
tions of 500,000 or more entirely within States
reporting Iegitimac y status; birth and fertility
rates for specified racial or national origin
groups; and birth rates by age of mother
according to the mother’s nativity. AU tabula-
tions show data by race.
The measures of fertility used in this
report-birth rate, general fertility rate, age-
specific birth rates, and total fertility rate—are
defined in the appendix.
There have been sharp declines in fertility
since the years for which data are presented in
this report. Comparison of data on birth and
fertility rates for the United States during
1969-71 with data for 1975 shows that the birth
rate has dropped 17 percent to 14.8 births per
1,000 population and that the fertility rate has
declined 22 percent, reaching an alltime Iow of
66.7 births per 1,000 women 15-44 years of age.
The decline of the birth rate in recent years
has been general, affecting each geographic
division and all States except Utah. Between
1969-71 and 1975 the declines in birth rates for
States ranged from 1 to 30 percent.
At the national level, the declines in age-
specific fertility have been greatest for older
women. During the period from 1969-71 to
1975 birth rates for women in the age groups
35-39 through 45-49 declined 38 to 43 percent.
Substantial decreases during this period have
also occurred for women in the peak child-
bearing age groups (20-24 and 25-29 years);
these declines amounted to 30 and 22 percent,
respectively.
Population data have not been available in
sufficient detail for divisions, States, and
SMSA’S during intercensal years to allow the
calculation of age-race-specific rates as shown in
this report. Moreover, births for SMSA’S during
the years since 1970 are classified according to
the 1970 definition of these areas and, there-
fore, may not be comparable to the intercensal
estimates of population of these areas, which are
classified according to a current definition.
Hence, data are not available to update the
measures of fertiIity for geographic areas below
the national level as are shown in this report, so
it is not possible to determine how the changes
in fertility evident for the country as a whole
compare with changes for specific smaller areas.
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
Residence
Birth rates and fertility rates for four of the
nine geographic divisions were below the
national averages during 1969-71 and those for
five divisions exceeded national levels. Birth
rates for the divisions ranged from 91 to 113
percent of the national average of 17.9 births
per 1,000 population, and fertility rates varied
from 92 to 111 percent of the national average
of 85.5 births per 1,000 women aged 15-44
(table 1).
There is greater variability among the divi-
sions in the age-sex distribution of the Negro
population than of the white population. As a
result, there is less correspondence for the Negro
population between the relative standing of the
divisions with respect to their ranks according to
birth rates amd ranks according to fertility rates.
The pattern of birth rates by age of mother
was similar for all divisions and both major racial
gToups (table 2).
Although birth rates for States within some
divisions such as the West North Central and
East North Central were very similar, in other
divisions individual State rates were qu~ite di-
verse. In the South Atlantic Division the rates
varied from 16.7 (Florida) to 20.4 (Georgia) and
in the Pacific Division rates ranged from 16.3
(Oregon) to 24.1 (Alaska). The ranges of State
birth rates and fertility rates in relation to the
national averages were somewhat wider than the
ranges for divisions. State birth rates ranged
from 88 through 139 percent of the national
birth rate and fertility rates ranged from 91
through 134 percent of the comparable national
rate. States with relatively high and low fertility
rates were not always the same for white women
as for Negro women. Even in divisions where the
rates for both groups were generally high or low
there was considerable variation in the ranking
of States for the two racial groups.
The average birth rate for 1970-71 was
slightly lower for the 50 largest SMSA’S com-
bined than for the United States as a whole
(17.5 compared with 17.9). The difference in
the birth rates between these two areas was
greater for the white population than for the
Negro population. Fertility rates for all women
as well as for ‘each racial group were 5 to 6
percent higher for the United States as a whole
than for these metropolitan areas.
Birth rates and fertility rates were somewhat
higher for persons living inside the central cities
of the 50 largest SMSA’S than for those living
outside the central cities. While the difference in
birth rates was nearly the same for the white and
Negro populations living inside and outside
central cities (5 and 7 percent, respectively),
there was a difference of 8 percent in white
fertility rates compared with a 2-percent differ-
ence in the Negro fertility rates (table 4).
The magnitude of these differences for both
racial groups is influenced by the age-sex, distri-
bution of the population in these areas. The
total fertility rate controls for these differences,
and it can be seen that for both racial groups the
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differences in this measure between women
living inside and outside central cities were less
than 1 percent.
The traditionally wide difference in age-
specific fertility noted between women living in
central cities and those living in areas surround-
ing central cities is not evident in the data shown
in this report. Although other vital statistics data
are not available to evaluate this apparent
reduction in the differential, data from the U.S.
Bureau of the Census indicate that between
1960 and 1970 the difference between numbers
of children under 5 yetus of age per 1,000
women of childbearing ages for women living in
central cities and those living in the urban fringe
declined for most age-color groups.
Specified Race
American Indians generally maintained the
highest levels of fertility of any specific racial or
national origin group in the United States;
Japanese women maintained the lowest. In
1970 the fertility rate for American Indian
women was 32 percent higher than the rate for
Negro women who had the second highest rate.
The rate for Japanese women was 66 percent
below the rate for American Indian women and
39 percent below the rate for white women who
generally maintained the second lowest rates in
the country (table 7).
Nativity of Mother
The average fertility rate during 1970-71 for
women born outside the United States was 32
percent higher than the rate for native women
(1 11.5 compared with 84.5). The difference
according to nativity was slightiy greater for
Negro women than for white women. The rate
for foreign-born Negro women exceeded that for
native Negro women by 41 percent; the differ-
ence for white women was 36 percent (table 8).
.
Illegitimacy
Illegitimacy rates–births per 1,000 unmarried
women aged 15-44 years—for States reporting
legitimacy status were quite diverse for both
major racial groups. States with the highest and
lowest rates were generally different for white
and Negro women. Rates for unmarried Negro
women were higher than rates for unmarried
white women in all reporting States, ranging
from 2 to 12 times higher (table 9).
The illegitimacy rate for the total of SMSA’S
of 500,000 or more located entirely within
reporting States was 10 percent higher than the




Comparison of birth rates and fertility rates
for the nine geographic divisions with national
averages for 1969-71 showed that rates for four
divisions were beIow the national averages and
rates for five divisions exceeded the national
levels. Birth rates vaned from 91 to 113 percent
of the national average of 17.9 births per 1,000
population, and fertility rates varied from 92 to
111 percent of the national average of 85.5
births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years.
The ranking of the nine geographic divisions
according to fertility rates for dl women and
white women was nearly the same as the ranking
according to birth rates as shown by the rank
order correlations (r) of 0.97 and 0.93, respec-
tively. For Negro births, however, the rank of
the divisions according to fertility rates varied
considerably from the rank by birth rates (r =
0.64), reflecting the greater variability that
exists among divisions in the age-sex distribution
of the Negro population than of the white
population. When rates for the Negro population
in each of the divisions were adjusted to reflect
an age-sex distribution that is the same as that of
the white population, much of the difference in
the ranks of the birth and fertility rates disap-
peared, and the correlation increased to 0.90.
The effects of variations in population com-
position can be seen by comparing birth and
fertility rates for the Negro populations in the
MiddIe Atlantic and West South Central Divi-
sions (tabIe 1). The birth rates for these divisions
were virtually the same, but the fertility rate for
the West South Central Division was 16 percent
higher than for the Middle Atlantic. This is
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because women in the childbearing ages (15-44
years) comprised a smaller proportion of the
total population in the West South Central
Division (20.7 percent) than those in the Middle
Atlantic Division (23.9 percent). Although the
women -of the West South Central Division had a
higher average number of births, they could
maintain the birth rate of the total population
only at the level of the Middle Atlantic Division.
The use of age-specific birth rates as com-
parative measures of fertility among the divi-
sions provides the most control for the age
differences in the populations and thus allows
for more detailed analysis of differences in
fertility levels for these areas.
The pattern of birth rates by age of mother
was similar for all divisions. The greatest dispar-
ity among the divisions for white women is
found among rates for women under 20. For the
age group 15-19 the highest rate exceeded the
lowest by 95 percent. In contrast, for Negro
women differences between the divisions were
relatively greater for older women. The largest
difference was for the age group 40-44 years,
where the highest rate was 116 percent greater
than the lowest rate. Differences between the
divisions were smallest for women at the peak
childbearing ages (20-29 years) for both racial
groups (table 2).
There was little difference between the
divisions in the pattern of birth rates by live-
birth order. However, there were substantial
differences in the level of these rates for some
birth orders. The largest differences between the
divisions in these rates were at the highest
orders. For white women the highest rate for
eighth and higher order births was 171 percent
greater than the lowest rate. The difference
between the divisions for this birth order was
even greater for Negro rates for which the
highest rate was nearly four times as great as the
lowest (table 3).
States
The highest average birth rates for the 3-year
period 1969-71 were in Utah (24.8) and Alaska
(24.1); Pennsylvania had the lowest rate (15.8).
Of the remaining States and District of Colum-
bia, 24 areas had rates above the national
average of 17.9 and 23 areas had rates below this
average; the rate for one area equaled the
average (table 1). State birth rates were from 88
through 139 percent of the national birth rate.
Although rates for States within some divisions
such as the West North Central and East North
Central were very similar, in other divisions
individual State rates were quite diverse. For
example, in the South Atlantic Division the rates
varied from 16.7 (Florida) to 20.4 (Georgia),
and in the Pacific Division rates ranged from
16.3 (Oregon) to 24.1 (Alaska).
Since the birth rate is affected by population
composition, notably the proportions of women
in childbearing ages, differences in the birth
rates by State are affected to some degree by
differences in these proportions. For example,
the higher proportion of women in childbearing
ages in Alaska and Georgia (21.9 percent) than
in Florida (14.9 percent) and Oregon (20.7
percent) favored higher birth rates in the former
States.
States with relatively high and low fertility
rates were not necessady the same for white
women as for Negro women; the rank order
correlation between these two groups was 0.51.
Even in divisions where the rates for both gToups
were generally high or low, there was con-
siderable variation in the ranking of States for
the two racial groups. One example of this is the
State of West Virginia, located in the South
Atlantic Division where rates were relatively low
for both groups. This State ranked 34 in the
order of white rates from lowest to highest,
while for Negro rates it was the second lowest of
all States.
As can be seen from table 2, the pattern of
birth rates by age of mother for each State and
the District of Columbia generally was the same
as that for the United States as a whole, with
the lowest rates at the extremes of the child-
bearing ages and the highest rates for women
20-24 years of age. These rates also show that in
the majority of States the rate of childbearing
was higher for Negro women throughout the
childbearing ages except for ages 25-29 years,
where rates were lower for Negro women..
The 50 Largest SMSA’S
The average birth rate for 1970-71 was
slightly lower for the 50 largest SMSA’S (17.5)
than for the United States (17.9). The difference
in the rates for these areas was greater for the
white population than for the Ne~o population.
The average birth rate for the white population
in these metropolitan areas was 16.2 compared
with 16.9 in the entire United States. The rates
for the Negro population were about the same,
25.3 for the SMSA’S and 25.2 for the United
States. Comparison of the two areas with respect
to the rate of childbearing, for all women as well
as by race, shows that fertility rates were 5 to 6
percent higher for the United States as a whole
than for these metropolitan areas.
For the Negro population, the nearly equal
birth rates for the United States and these
SMSA’S, despite a lower fertiIit y rate in the
SMSA’S, is explained by the difference in the
proportion of women in childbearing ages; the
childbearing population was a larger proportion
of the total Negro population in the SMSA’S
(23.2 percent compared with 22.0 in the United
States). Therefore, even with their lower rate of
childbearing they maintained a birth rate for the
total population within the SMSA’S at nearly the
same level as that for the United States.
Among the 50 largest SMSA’S shown in table
4 the highest average birth rate (23.2) and
fertility rate (108.5) were in the San Antonio,
Tex., SMSA and the lowest rates (14.2 and 69.3)
were in Patterson-Clifton-Passaic, N.J. Moreover,
differences between the fertility rates for white
and Negro women were smallest and largest in
these two SMSA’s-in the San Antonio SMSA
the fertility rate for Negro women was 2 percent
higher than the rate for white women, and in the
Patterson-Clifton-Passaic SMSA it was 86 per-
cent higher.
Birth rates by age of mother for the 50
largest SMSA’S are shown in table 5. The levels
of fertility in these SMSA’S were within 3
percent of the levels for the entire United States
in the age groups 25-29 through 35-39 years
while for other age groups the differences were 8
percent or more. For white women the rates
were closest (within 2 percent) for the 25-29-
and 35-39-year age groups, but for Negro
women they were closest for those in the age
groups under 20 (see figure 1).
The pattern of birth rates by live-birth order
and race for the United States and the 50 Iargest
SMSA’S are illustrated in figure 2. For both
racial groups, rates at each birth order were
higher for the United States than for the
metropolitan areas. However, differences were
greater for white women than for Negro women
at all birth orders except the sixth and the
eighth and higher orders. Birth rates by live-birth
order for each of the 50 largest SMSA’S are
shown in table 6.
Inside and outside central cities. —There are
considerable differences between the population
inside central cities and outside central cities of
the SMSA’S with regard to race, sex, and age
composition. Therefore comparison of data for
these areas among individual SMSA’S could Iead
to different conclusions depending on the meas-
ure of fertility and controk that are used.
Comparison of the birth rates, fertility rates, and
total fertility rates by race for persons living
inside and outside the central cities of the 50
largest SMSA’S illustrates this point.
Birth rates and fertility rates were somewhat
higher for those persons Iiving inside the central
cities of the 50 largest ShlSA’s than for those
living outside of central cities. While the differ-
ences in birth rates inside and outside central
cities were nearly the same for the white and
Negro populations (5 and 7 percent, respec-
tively), there was a difference of 8 percent in the
white fertility rates compared with 2 percent in
the Negro fertility rates. These differences re-
flect the fact that white women in childbearing
ages constituted a larger proportion of the total
population outside of the centrzd cities than in-
side; for Negro women the reverse was true. The
differences in the fertility rates for white and
Negro women living inside and outside of centraJ
cities are influenced by the age distribution
within the childbearing population of both
groups. Among white women in the childbearing
ages, the proportion at the ages of peak fertility
(20-24 years) was higher inside central cities–
23.4 percent compared with 18.1 percent


































Figure 1. Birth rates by age of mother and race for the United States and the 50 largest SMSA’S, 1970-71 average.
fertility rate; comparable proportions for Negro
women were more similar— 19.9 compared with
18.7 percent. The total fertility rate may be
used to control for these differences within the
childbearing population. For both racial groups
the differences in the total fertility rates be-
tween women living inside and outside central
cities were less than 1 percent.
Although there was virtually no difference in
the total fertility rates for either white or Negro
women between those living inside and those
living outside central cities, for ail women
combined the rate was 7 percent higher for
women inside central cities. This is explained by
racial differences in the composition of the
childbearing population. In the central cities
Negro women comprised 26 percent of the
childbearing poptdation, but outside central
cities only 5 percent. Therefore, Negro women
exerted greater influence on the rates for all
women inside central cities than outside central
cities, causing the former to be higher.
Although birth rates for women under 20
years of age and women 30 years of age and over
were generally higher inside central cities than
outside central cities, rates for women at the
ages of peak fertility (20-24 years and 25-29
years) were 1 and 10 percent lower. This pattern
was the same for white women whose peak rates
were 8 percent lower in the central cities.
However, for Negro women rates were higher
inside central cities only for women under 20
years of age (figure 3).
Differences between age-specific birth rates
for women living inside central cities and women
living in the surrounding areas are not as
substantial as has been traditionally noted.
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Figure 2. Birth rates by live-birth order and race for the United States and the 50 largest SMSA’S, 1970-71 average.
evaluate this apparent reduction in the differ-
ential. Howeve;~ data from the Bureau of the
Census show that between 1960 and 1970 the
difference between the number of children
under 5 years of age per 1,000 women in
childbearing ages for women living in central
cities and those living in the urban fringe
declined for most age-color groups.1,2
SPECIFIED RACE OR
NATIONAL ORIGIN
Birth and fertility rates for specified racial
groups during census years from 1940 to 1970
are shown in table 7. Drawing inferences from
comparison of these rates either interracially or
from decade to decade is difficult due to
differences in the age-sex composition of the
populations involved as well as certain incom-
parabilities of the data from one decade to the
next, as will be discussed.
Rates for 1940 and 1950 are computed for
births occurring in the 48 conterminous States
and the District of Columbia. The inclusion of
births in Alaska and Hawaii beginning in 1960
affects the comparability with previous decades
due to the considerable concentration of
Chinese, Japanese, and other races in these two
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Fiaure 3. Birth rates by age of mother and race inside and outside central cities of the 50 largest SMSA’S: United States, 1970-71
average.
Alaska and Hawaii during 1960. Therefore,
changes in the rates for other races between
1950 and 1960 were in part due to the inclusion
of this group. In 1950 the number of births
among Hawaiians and Part-Hawaiians in Hawaii
alone was almost twice the number of births to
other races in the conterminous United States;
the birth rate for these residents of Hawaii
(43.7) was more than twice that of the latter
group.
A second factor is that rates for years prior
to 1960 are adjusted for underregistration while
rates for 1960 and 1970 are based on registered
births. The estimated underregistration varies
among races, and according to results from the
1950 test of birth registration completeness, the
underregistration was greatest for Amefican
Indian births. Consequently, part of the de-
creases in the rates shown between 1950 and
1960 may be due to the discontinuance of
adjustment for underregistration.
Thirdly, there was an artificial increase in
the American Indian census population between
1950 and 1960 because of the fact that a group
of persons of mixed white, Negro, and Amer-
ican Indian ancestry in the eastern section of the
country were classified as “other races” in the
1950 census and were classified as American
Indian in the 1960 census. They were classified
in birth statistics as American Indian in both
1950 and 1960.
Despite these strictures, it can be seen that
American Indians generally maintained the
highest levels of fertility of any specified race or
national origin group in the United States. In
1970 the fertility rate for women in this group
was 31 percent higher than the rate for Negro
women, who had the second highest rate.
Japanese women generally maintained the
lowest IeveIs of fertility with a fertility rate in
1970 that was 66 percent below the rate for
American Indiam women and 39 percent below
the rate for white women, who maintained the
second lowest rates in the country in all years
except 1970.
NATIVITY OF MOTHER
The average fertility rate for 1970-71 for
women born outside the United States was 32
percent higher than the comparable rate for
native women. The difference according to
nativity was slightly greater for Negro women
than for white women (table 8 and figure 4).
The rate for foreign-born Negro women was 41
percent higher than for native Negro women,
while for white women the difference was 36
percent.
Rates for native white women were lower
than the rates for foreign-born white women for
all age groups. In contrast, the rates for native
Negro women under 20 years of age were
substantially higher than those for foreign-born
Negro women of comparable ages–136 percent
for women under 15 and 38 percent for women
15-19 years of age. For all other ages the rates
were lower for the native Negro women.
ILLEGITIMACY
Data on illegitimacy m-e availabIe only for
States reporting illegitimacy status on their birth
certificates. There were 38 States and the
District of Columbia reporting this information
for all 3 years, 1969-71 (table 9). Illegitimacy































Figure 4. Birth rates by age and nativity of mother: United States, 1970-71 average.
9
entirely within States that report legitimacy
status. An SMSA located in two or three States,
one of which does not report this information, is
excluded from the tabulation. The measure of
illegitimacy used in this report is the illegitimacy
rate, a measure of the “risk” that an unmarried
women will bear an illegitimate child. This is the
number of illegitimate births per 1,000 un-
married women 15-44 years of age.
Reporting States
Illegitimacy rates for States reporting legit-
imacy status were quite diverse, even within
geographic divisions (table 9). Moreover, States
with the highest and lowest rates were generzdly
different for white and Negro women. Rates for
white women were highest in Arizona (19.4),
Wyoming (18.8), and Hawaii (18.7), and lowest
in Alabama (8.3), New Jersey (8.9), and Mis-
sissippi and Utah (9.3). In contrast, the highest
rates for Negro women were in Wyoming
(201.3), Delaware (133.4), and North Dakota
(133.3), and the lowest rates for this group were
in South Dakota (24.5), Hawaii (35.0), and
Maine (45.2).
For white women, very little of the differ-
ence between the States with the highest and
lowest rates is accounted for by differences in
the distribution of unmarried women by age.
Even when the rates for white women in
Arizona, Wyoming, and Hawaii are adjusted to
reflect an age distribution for unmarried women
in childbearing ages, which is the same as that in
Alabama, the rates for those three States remain
twice as high.
The population of unmarried Negro women
15-44 years of age is relatively small in most of
the States with the extreme rates. Therefore
these rates should be interpreted with caution.
Moreover, due to the erratic F~ttern of the
age-specific rates in these States, adjustment for
population differences through standardization
is not feasible.
Rates for unmarried Negro women 15-44
years of age were higher than the rates for
unmarried white women in all reporting States,
ranging from 2 to 12 times higher.
With few exceptions the “risk” of having an
illegitimate birth was greatest for women 20-24
years of age. The States in which this was not
true were located primarily in the New England
and North Central Divisions of the country. For
these States the greatest risk was for women
25-29 years of age.
SMSA’S of 500,000 or More
Illegitimacy rates for SMSA’S are shown only
for all women and Negro women since the
population data necessary for computing rates
for white women (numbers of unmarried women
by age) were unavailable. Negro illegitimacy
rates are shown only for those SMSA’S in which
the Negro population was 25,000 or more. The
population data necessary to compute these
rates were unavailable for SMSA’S in which the
Negro population was less than 25,000.
Illegitimacy rates for 1970-71 were lower for
the total of all States reporting legitimacy status
than for the SMSA’S with a population of
500,000 or more located entirely within these
States, as shown in table A. This was true for
both the total and the Negro populations.
Examination of the rates by age group shows
that among older women the reverse was true–
Table A. I Illegitimacy rates by age of mother and race: I-otal of
38 reporting States and the District of Columbia and
standard metropolitan statistical areas with populations of
500,000 or more, 1970-71
[ Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Illegitimacy rates per
1,000 unmarried women residing in area for specified
group. Refers only to illegitimate births occurring within














1544 yearsl .. . . 27.2 29.9 101.5 108.3
1519 years .... . .. ... .. . ... 23.9 27.6 102.6 114.4
20-24 years ... .. . ... .. .. ... 40,4 42.7 145.4 155.7
25-29 years .. .. .. ... . .. .... 36.3 36.6 101.7 105.0
30-34 vears ... . . ... . . ..... . 24.7 25.0 69.4 68.7
35-44 ~ears2 .. .... . . ..... . 7.8 7.5 23.3 I 21.9
lRate~ computed by relating all illegitimate births regard-
less of age of mother to unmarried women aged 15-44 years.
2Rates ~omputed by relating illegitimatebirths to mothers
35 years and over to unm erried women aged 35-44 years.
10
for all women 35 years and over and Negro
women 30 years and over, the rates for the
SMSA’S were lower.
As can be seen from the data shown in table
10 the SMSA having the highest rate in 1970-71
for alI unmarried women was Memphis, Tenn.-
Ark. (59.8) and the lowest was Allentown-
Bethlehem-Easton, Pa.-N.J. (1 1.5). Of those
SMSA’S with rates for Negro women, the highest
rate was for Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood, Fla.
(153.6) and the lowest was for Birmingham, AIa.
(69.9). The difference between the rates for
these areas remained nearly the same after
adjusting the rates to eliminate differences in the
distribution of unmarried women by age for
total and Negro women. Therefore these wide
variations are not attributable to differences in
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Table 1, Lwe births, birth rates, fertilmy rates, and mtal fertility rates, by race, United States, each divismn and State, 1969-71 average
[ Based on a 50-percent sample of buths. Birth rate
T,
Area
x 1,000 population residing m area for specifkd group. Fertrll
fertdity rates we the sums of birth rates by aze of mother mult
rates per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years m specified group.
ied by 5]



































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 1. Lovebirths, birth rates, fertdmy rates, and total fermlny rates, by race Umted States, each dwmon and State, 1969-71 averege-Con.
[Based on a SO.percent sample of births. Birth rates per 1,000 p.ap.latio” residing m we. for specified group. Fertil





Montana ...... .. ...... ..... ...... .. ........ ... ..... ... ... ... .. ... ... .. ..... 12,240 11,141
ldaho ... .. ... ... ... .. ... .. ......... .. ...... .. ...... .. ......... .. ...... .. ..... 14,136 13,794
WyOming ..... .. ...... .. ......... .. ...... ... ..... ... .. ...... .. ... ... .. ..... 6,207 5,927
Colorado ..... .. . .... ... ....... .. ... ... . ...... .. ....... ..... .. . . . .. 40,423 38.158
New Mex#co ... .. ... .. ... ... ... .. ... .. ... ...... ... .. ..... ......... .. ..... 2t,919 16,666
Arizona ....... .. ...... .. ........... ... .. ... ...... ... .. ...... .. ... .. ... ..... 36.784 31,240
Utah .... .. ...... .. ...... .. ......... ..... ... .. ...... ... .. ... ... .. ... ... .. ..... 26,303 25,525
Nevada ... .. ... ..... ... .. ......... ........ ........ .. ......... .. ...... .. ..... 9,423 6,153
Pacific
WXhington .. .. ...... .. ......... .. ........ ... ... ... .. ...... .. ........ ... .. 5s,445 54,127
Oregon ... . .. .. ...... .. ......... .. ........ ...... .. . ...... . ... .. . ..... 34,126 32,595
California . ... .. ...... .. ... ..... ... ...... ........ .. ... ..... . .... . . . .... 346,745 300,433
Alaska ......... .. ...... .. ......... ........ .. ...... ... .. ..... ... ... ... .. ..... 7,235 5,414

























































cafes per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years in specified group.








































Table 2 Total fertlllty rates and birth rates by age of mother and race United States, each dnv$si.anand State, 1969-71 average
[ Based on a 50-percent sample of broths. Total fertility rates are the sums of birth rates by age of mother multmlmd by 5. Birth rates :Irc’ live htrths p.< 1.000
women resldmg I
\



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































lRate computed with a total of less than 20 births for the years 1969-7
16
Table 2. Total fertility rates and birth rates by age of mother and race: United States, each divmon and State, 1969-71 average-Con,
[ Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Total fertility rates are the sums of birth rates by age of mother mtdtiplied by 5. Birth rates are live births per 1,000








































































































































































































































































































































































































































lI{ate computed with d total of less than 20 births for the vears 1969.71,
Table 2. Total fertllny rates and birth rates by age of mother and race: Un,ted States, each division and State, 1969-71 average–Con.











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































lRare computed vtth a total of less than 20 births for the $ears 1969.7 I
18
Table Z. Total fert!lity rates and birth rates by age of mother and race: Umted States, each division a“d State, lg6g.71 Wemg~_Co”.
[Based on a 50.percent sample of births. Total fertility rates are the sw
women residin
Area and race
West South Central –Con.
Negro .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. . .
Mountain


































































































































































































































































































































































































ll{ute computed with a total of less thtm 20 births for the years 1969-71.
Table 3, Btrth rates by Iwe-b!rth order and race: United States, each dwision and State, 1969-71 average
[ Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Rates are hve buths per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years residing in area fm specified group. Live-birth order refers to




























































































































































































































































































































































































































































East North Central .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. ..
Negro .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .
New England
New Hemtx. hire .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . .. . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . . .. .. . .. . .
Negro .. . .. .. . . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. . .. . .
Rhode Island . .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . ..
Negro .. . .. . . . .. .. .. . .. . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. . .. .. . .. . .
lRutecomputed with atotalofless than 20 births for the years 1969.71.
20
Table3. Birth rates bylive-birth mder and race: United States, each div!sion and State, 1969-71 average-Con.
[Based On a SO-percent sample of births. flatesar elivebirthsper 1,000 wOmena



















































ears residing in area for specified group. Live-birth order refers to


















































































































































































































































































































































































ll<ate computd with a total of less than 20 hirihs for the vmrs 1969.71
21
Table3. Birth rates bylwe-b!rth order and race: United States, each division and State, 1969-71 average–Con.
[Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Rates are live births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years residing in area for specified group. Live-birth order refers to
number ofchildren born alive to mother. Figures forlive-birth order notstated are distributed]
Live-birth order
2
Area and race Total 8
and
over


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































Negro .. .. .. . .. . . . .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .. .
North Carolina ..... ........ .. .................. .. ....................... ............. ..... ... ............ ... .......... .....
Negro ... .. . . . . .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. . . . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . ,.,. . . .. . .. . .. . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . ..
East South Central
Alabama .. ............ ... ...... .... .... .. . .. .. . .... .... .... ... .... .... .... ..... .. . .. .... ..... ............
West South Central
Negro .. .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .. . . . . . .. .. .
lRate computed $iith a total of less than 20h#rths for the years 1969.71
22
Table3. Birth rates by iwe-birth waler and race: United States, each dwision and State, 1969-71 average—Ccm
[Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Rates arelivebmths per 1,000 women aged 15-44 yemsresiding inareafor specified group. Live-birth order refers to




































































































































































































































































































































































































lI{Me computed with J total Of less than 20 births for the years 1969.71.
23
Table 4 Ltve bwths, b,rth rates. fertllw rales, and tolal fertll,lv rates. bv race tns,de and outstde central C,t,es of the 50 largest standard metropol ltanslat,sttcal areas: Unwed S1ales, 1970.71
average
I Based 0. a So.percent wnplc <at Ixr!lw Ihrth rates per I ,000 p.pu]atmn rwdmg m area for spccxfwd gm.p. I ertddy rates pm 1,000 women aged 1544 yews in speczfwd group, Total fertthty rates
are Ihesums <>fh,rthrate, by.ge. fmothermultipltcd by 51 -








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Out$tde centrai cw ,.
Oetrott, M!ch. . .,, . . . .. . .. .
lns,decentralc,ty .
O.wde central CIW ,, .,.




Table4. Love birfhs, b!rfh rates, feruliry rates, and tolal fendw rams, by ra.e,ns,de and.uts,de.entral .mmof 1he501arges1 $tandard metropo$#ran stat#st,cal areas UnKed States, 1970.71
avemge-COn.
[Bawd on a .50.percent sample of broths, Birth rates per 1.000 p.pulatron residins m We, f., sPecified W.P. > ertilltY rat.$ Per 1.000 wom.n w.d 1544 Y..r$ i. specified gro.P. Tot.1 f.r:ifitY r.t.,





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 4 Lrve bmhs, bwlh rates, fertlllry rates, and total fert,l, w rates, by race ,n$,de and o.ts,decentm c,mm. f the 50 largest standard rmtrqmlm. stat,mcal areas UmcedSmtes, 1970.71
average- con
[Based on a So-percent wnpleofbwths Limthrwesper 1,000 pop.lat#.n re$td,ng tnareafor spectf,edgr..p tcm]m mtesper l,ooowwnenased 15.44 years tnspec,fted group, Totalferttltity ratw
are the$um$,>f h,rth rates byage. f rncxhmmwlt,pl, edby 5)
B#rlh rate Fert,l,tv rate Total fert,l,ty rateL,”, b,rrh,
Area











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Portland, Omgm. Wwh, ,,, ,,
Ins,decenrralc, ty,
O.ts,decentralc, ty ,, ,,
16.2
Rochester, N,Y, ,,, ,, ,,,,, ,, ,,,,



















































Scrame”to, cal,f, ,, . .. .,.,,,,,,,,
I“s,decentr.alc,ty ,,,,, ,,,,, ,,,, .,,,


















































































Table 5. Total fertdity rates and birth rates by age of mother and race inside and outside central cities of the50 largest standard metropolitan statistical areas: UnmdStates,
1970-71 average
[ Based on a 50.percent sample of births. Total fertility rates are the sums Of bwth rates by age of t
for mecitied zrout
Area and race
Total, 50 largest SMSA’S ........... .. ...... .. .... .. ...... ... ..... ...... ..... ... .. ... ........ ...... ... .. ...... .. ...... .. ..





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 5. Total fertd)ty rates and bjrth rates by age of mother and race ,nslde and Outs,de cemral cntes of the 50 largest standard metropolitan statwmcal areas: Un,ted States,
1970.71 average–COn.
[Based ona 50-percent sample of births. TOtalfertllity rates arethesums ~f birthrate:
for Spe
Areaa.d race








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 5. Total fertdity rates and birth rates by age of mother and race !nside and outsade central Cltmsof the501argest standard metropcdKan stat#stlcal areas: United States,
1970-71 average-COn.


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































lRatc.computed w,th N tt>t;d <,fle,s th;tn 20 hirthsfwtlw yews IV70-71
29
Table 5. Total ferl,l,ty rates and btrth rates by age of mother and race tmlde and cmts,de central cmes of the 50 largest standard metropolitan stamst!cal areas. UnKed States,
1970.71 average-Con.


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 5. Total fertility rates and birth rates by age of mother and race inside and outside central cniesof the 501argest standard metropolitan statistical areas: United States,
1970-71 average-COn.




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































lK%)tcc<,tll,>,,le’i \$ltllil I,>t,,l <)flc.%tll.,,, 20 !Wth.twtl, e ,,.,,. !070 71
Table 5. Total fertility rates and birth rates by age of mother and race Inside and out.side central cit)es of the 50 largest standard metropolitan statistical areas United States,
1970-71 average–COn.
[Basedmta So-percent sample of births, Tot.lfertxlity rates arethes.ms of birth rates by age of)








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































T&Je 5. Total fertility rates and birth rates by age of mother and race inside and outside central cities of the 50 largest standard metropolitan statistical areas: United States,
1970-71 average–COn.










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table 5. Total fertility rates and b!rth rates by age of mother and race reside and outstde central cmesof the 50 largest standard metropolitan statrsticd areas: Umted States,
1970-71 average-COn.














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ll<atec<,m puted wtha told oflew thm 20horthsfortht’ years 1970.71
34
Table 5. Total fertility rates and birth rates by age of mother and race #nslde andoutwdecentral cities of the501argest standard metropolitan statistical areas: United States,
1970-71 average–COn.




Area and race fertil,ty
rate















































































lRiItCCOmpUtLWI withi! Iotolof less than 20 hirthsfortheyew$ 1970.71
35
Table6, Birth rates byllve.blrth Orderand race f0rthe50 largest standard metrOpOlltan statlst!cal areas. Un#ted States, 1970.71 average
[Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Rates per 1,000 women aged 15-44years residing inareafor specified group. Live.bhth order refers tonumber of children


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Table6. Birth rates bylive-Mrth order andrace forthe Wlargest standard metropolitan statistical areas: United States, 1970-71 average-Con.
[Basedon a 50-percent sample of births. Rates per 1,000 wOmen aged 15-44yeaB residing inareafOr specified group. Live-birth Orderrefers tonumberofchildren
b.mnalive to mother. Figures fOrtive.birth OrdernOt stated aredistributedl



























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































lRate computed with a totdoflcss then 20 births for the yews 1970.71.
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Table6. Birth rates bylive-blrth order andrace fcmthe501argest standard metropolitan statistical areas: United States, 1970-71 average–Ccm.
lBased cm a 50-vercent samvle of broths. Ratesuer 1,000 women aged 15.44 years residing mareaft































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ll<ate computed wth a total of less than 20 hmhs for the years 1970.7 I
38
Table 7. Birth and fertility rates by specified race or national origin: United States, 1940, 1950, 1860, and 1970
[Birth rates are live births per 1,000 population in specified group. Fertility rates are live births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 in specified
group ]
19701 19601 19502 19402 19701 19601 19502 19402Race or national origin
Birth rate Fertility rate







Total . .. .... . .. ... . ... .. .. .. .. ... .... . .. .... .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. . 19.418.4 87.9 79.9
White ... .. .. .... . .. ... . ... .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . . .... . .. .... . .. ... .. .. ... .. . ... . .. ... . . .
Negro . .... .. ... .. . ... .. .. ... . ... ... .. . ... .. . .... . ... .. .. .. ... . .. .... . . ... .. . .... . .














































Chinese . ... . .... . .. ... . .. .... .. . ... .. .. ... . .. ... . .... .. .. . ... .. . ... .. . .... . . .... . .
Japanese . . .... .. .. ... . . .... ... . ... .. . .... .. .... . ... .. ... .. ... . . ... .. . .... . . .... ..
Filipino ... .. ... .. .. ... . .. ... ... . ... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. ... .... .. .. ... . . ... .. . ... ..
0ther3,4 . . .. .... . . ... .. .. ... ... . .... . . ... .. .. ... .. .. .. ... . .... . . .... ... ... ... .. ..
lBs,$.ed on a 50-uercent samule of births.
2Births adjusted for underr;gistration.
3Births to ~euts and Eskimos included with “Other” category in 1940, 1950, and 1960, and with “Indian” CategOIY in 1970.
41nclude~ births to Hawtilans and Part-Hawaiians.
Table 8. Birth ratw by place of birth of mother, age of mother and race of child: United States, 1970-71 average
[Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Rates are live births per 1,000 women in specified group. Figures for mother’s place of birth
Age of mother
not stated are distributed ]
Total
I
Mother’s place of birth and race of child
Born outside
United Statesl



































10-14 years . ..... .. ..... . ... .. .. .. ... .. . .... . .. .... . . ... .. .. .. .. ... . ... .
15-19 years . .. .. ... . ... ... .. . .... . .. ... . . .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. ... . .
20-24 years ... . .... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . .... .. .... . .. ... .. . ... ... .... .
25-29 years . .. ..... . .. ... .. .. ... .. .... .. .. .... .. ... .. .. .. ... . ... .. .. ... .
30-34 years ... .. ... .. .. ... .. .. .. .. . . .... .. .... . . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .
35-39 years . .. .. .. ... ... . ... . .. .... . . ... . ... .. .. .. ... .. . .... . . .... .. ....
40-44 years . .. . ... ... ... . .... . . ... .. . .... ... ... .. . ... .. . .... . . .... . .. ...






































llnc*udes b~ths to ~omen bom in outlying areas and to residents of the United States bom abroad.
2Rates computed by relating total births, regardless of age of mother, to women aged 15-44 Yeas.
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Table 9. Illegitimacy rates by age of mother and race: 38 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1969-71 average
[ Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Rates per 1,000 unmarried women residing in area fm.specified group. Refers only to illegitimate births
occurring within areas reporting legitimacy status to residen the States listedl
Area and race











































































































































































































































































































































See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 9. Illegitimacy rates by age of mother and race: 38 reporting States and the District of Columbia, 1969-71 average-Con.
[Based on a 50-percent semple of births. Rates per 1,000 unmarried women residing in area for specified group. Refers only to illegitimate births
mxurrirm within areas rewwting Iezitimacv status to residents of the States listed 1
Negro .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
New Hampshire . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .
Negro .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
New Jersey .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .
Negro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
North Carolina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Negro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ..
North Dakota .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..
Negro . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Negro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Oregon .. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Negro .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Penn~lvania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .
White .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .
Negro .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rhode island . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .
White . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .


































































































































































































































































































































See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 9. Illegitimacy rates by age of mother and race: 38 report(ng States and the District of Columbia, 1969-71 average–Con.
[Based on a 50.percent sample of births. Rates per 1,000 unmarried women residing in area for specified group. Refers only to illegitimate births




























































































































































































































1Rates computed by relating all illegitimate births regardless of age of mother to unmarried women aged 15-44 years.
2R=te~ computed by relating illegitimatebkths to mothers aged 40 years and Over to unmarried Women aged 40-44 Years.
3Rate computed with a total of less than 20 births for the years 1969-71,
42.
Table 10. illegitimacy rates by age of mother and race for standard metropolitan statistical areas of 500,000 or more: 38 reporting States
and the District of Columbia, 1970-71 average
[Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Rates per 1,000 unmarried women residing in area for specified group. Refers only to
illegitimate births occurring within areas reporting legitimacy status to residents of the SMSA’S listed]
Area and race
Total, SMSA’S with 500,000 or more .. .. ... . ... . ... ... .... . . ... . .. ... . ... .. . .. ... . .. ... ... ... . .. ... .
Negro .. .. . .... . .. .. .. . . .... .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. .... .. ... . .. .... . .... . .. ... . ... .. . .. .. ... . .. .. . ....
Allantown-Bethlehem-Easton, Pa.-N.J. ... .. . ... . . .... . .. ... . . ... .. .. ... .. . ... . .. ... .. .... . . ...
Birmingham, Ala. . .... . .. ... .. . ... .. .. ... .. . ... . .. ... . ... .. . .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . ... . .. ... . .. ... .. . ... . . ..
Negro .. ... .. . .... . . .... . .. ... .. .. ... .. . ... .. . .... . .... . ... .. .. . .... .. .. .. .. .. ... . ... .. . ... .. . ... .. . ... . ...
Chicago, 111. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... . . ..... . . ... . ... .. .. . ... .. . ... .. . ... .. . .. .. . .... .. .... . . .... . .. .. .. ..
Negro .. .... . ... ... .. .. ... . .. .. ... . ... .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... .. . .. .. .. ... . . .... . . .... .. ... .. . ... ... . .. .. .
Dallasr Tex. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . .... . . .... . .. ... . .. ... .. . ... .. .. ... . . ... .. . ... .. . ... . .. ... . .. ... .. .. .. ..
Negro . ... .. .. .. ... . .. .... . . .... .. .... . . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .... . .. .. .. .... .. . ... . .. ... .. .. .. . ... .. ..
Denver, Colo. ... . .... .. . ... .. . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. ... . .. ... . . .... . .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. . ... .. . ... .. . ... .
Negro . .. . ... ... . ... .. . ..... .. .... ... ... .. . ... .. . ... .. . ... . . ..... . . ... . . .... . ... .. . .. ... .. . .. ... . ... .. ....
Detroit, Mich. .. .. . ... .. ..... . . .... .. . ... .. . ... .. . .... . .. ... . .... .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . ...
Negro . .... . .. ... ..... .. .... . .. .. ... . ... .. . .. .... .... . . .... .. . ... . .. ... ... ... .. .. .. .. . ... .. .... . . .... .. ...
Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood, Fla. . .... . .. .. .. . ... . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .... . . ... . . ..... . .... . . ..
Negro ... .. .. ... . .. ... . .. .... .. . ... .. . ... .. .. .. .. . .... .. . .. .. ... .. .. .. ... ... .. . .. .... . . .... .. ... .. . ... . .. .
Fort Worth, Tex. ... . .. .. .. .. ... .. .. ... . . .... . .. .... . .. .. ... . .. .. . . .. .. . ..... . . .... . .... . .. .. .. . .. .. . ..
Negro .... .. . ... .. .. ... . ... .. . ... ... .. . ... .. . .... . .. ... .. . ... . .. ... .. . ... .. . ... .. . .... . . ... . .. .... . .. .. ...
Gary-Hammond-East Chicago, Ind. .... . .. ... . .. .... .. .... .. .. .. .. . ... . .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. ...
Negro .... .. . .... .. .. .. ... ... ... . .... . .. ... . .. .... . .. .. ... . ... .. . .... . . .... . ..... .. ... . ... .. . .. ... .. . ... ..
Grand Rapids, Mich. ... . .. ... . .... .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . . ... .. .. ... . . ... .. . .... . .. ... .. . ....
Greensboro-Winston Salem-High Point, N.C. .... . . .... . .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. ...
Negro ... ... . ... .. ... . ... .. . .... .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... ... . ... . . .... . .. ... . ... .. .. .. .. .. . .... .. . ... . .. ..
Honolulur Hawaii .... . .. ... . .. .. .... .. .. .. ..... . . .. . .. .... . . .. ... . .. .. ... ... . .. ... ... ... .. . ... .. . .... . . ..
Houston, Tex. .. .. ... . .. ... . ... .. ... . .... . . .... . .... . . .. ... . .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. .... .. ... .. . ... .. .... .. ..
Negro . .... .. .. .... . .. . .. . ... ... . .... . .. ... . . ... .. .. ... . .. ... . .. .. ... . .. ... . .... .. ... . .. ... . . ... ... . ... . ..
Indianapolis, Ind . . . .. ... . .. ... . . ..... . . .... .. . .. . ... ... .. .. . ... . ... . .. ... . . .... . . .... . . .... . .. .. .. . ... ...
Negro . . .... .. .. .. ... .... . .. ... .. . .... . .... .. .. .. ... .. .. . .. ... . .. .. .. .. .... . . ... . .. ... . .. ... .. .. .. .. . .. .. .
Jacksonville, Fla. .. .. ..... . . .... .. .... .. ... .. .. .. .. .. ... .. . ... .. . ... . . .... . . .. .. . ... . ... .. .. . ... . ... . ... .
Negro . .. .. .. ... . ... .. . .... . . .... . . .... . .. ... ... . ... . . .... . . ... .. . ... .. . .... . . .. . .. .. ... . .. .. .. . ... .. . ....
Jersey City, N.J. . .... . .. .. .. .. ... . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .... . . .... . .... .. . ... .. .. .. . .. . .. ... ... .. .. .. .. .. ... . . ...
Negro ... ... . .... .. ... ... .. . . ... .. ... . .. .. .. .... . . ... . . .... . .. ... . .. ... . .. .. ... . ... . .. .... .. ... . .. ... .. .. .
Kansas City, Mo.-Kan. . .. .. . ... .. . ..... . ..... . .... . . .. .. ... ... .. .. . . .. . ... .. . ... .. . ... . . .... . .. ... . . ..




















































































































































































































See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 10. Illegitimacy rates by age of mother and race for standard metropolitan statistical areas of 500,000 or more: 38 reporting States
and the District of Columbia, 1970-71 average—Con.
[Based on a 50-percent sample of births. Rates per 1.000 unmarried women residi







































in area for specified group. Refers only to



























































































































































































See footnotes at end of table.
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Table 10. Illegitimacy rates by age of mother and race for standard metropolitan statistical areas of 500,000 or more: 38 reporting States
and the District of Columbia, 1970-71 average—Con.
[Based on a SO-percent sample of births. Rates per 1,000 unmarried WOI
illegitimate births occurring within areas reporting legitimacy
Area and race
Salt Lake City, Utah .... .. . ... .. .. .. .. .. ... ... .... .. .... . . .... .. .... . .. ... .. . ... .. . .... .. .... . .. ... ... .
San Antonio, Tex. .. . ... .. .. ... ... . .. ... . .. .... .. .... .. .... .. ... . .. ... .. . ..... . .. .. . . .. .. .. .... . .. .. . ...
Negro . ... .. . .... .. .... ... ... . ... . ... .. .... .. .... .. ... . ... ... . . .. .. .. . ... .. .. .. .. ..... . .. .. .. .... . .. ... .. .
Seattle-Everett, Wash. .. . ... .. . ... .. . .... . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. ... . .... . . .... .. ... .. . .. .. .. ... . .. ... . .. . .. . .
Negro .... .. .. .. .. .. . . .... .. .... .. . ... . ... .. .. .. ... .. . ... . .. ... . .. ... . .. ... .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. ... . .. . ... . . .. ..
Tampa-St. Petersburg, Fla. . . .. ... .. .. ... .. . ... .. . ... . .. .... . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .... . .. . ... .. .. .. .. ..
Negro . .. ... .. ... ..... .. ... . ... ... . .. .. ... . .... . . .... .. .... . . .... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .... . .. ... . . ..... .. .. .. .. .
n residing in area for specified group. Refers only to
























































1Rates computed by relating all illegitimate births regardless of age of mothe~ to unmarried women aged 15-44 Years.
2Rate~ comPuted bY S.elatingi]legitimate births to mothers aged 35 years and over to unmarried women aged 35-44 years.
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The measures of fertiIity presented in this
report vary according to the aspect of fertility
that they describe, their degree of refinement
with respect to population at risk, and whether
they are summary or specific. These measures
are defined below.
Crude birth rate. –This measure relates the
number of births occurring in an area to the
total population of that area without regard to
age or sex distribution. It is expressed as the
total number of live births per 1,000 population.
Although it is useful in indicating the con-
tribution of births to the growth of am area, it is
limited as an analytic tooI. Since the age and sex
composition of a population are so influential
on the level of its birth rate, measures of fertiIity
that are less affected by differences in age-sex
composition from one population to another are
more useful for most interarea and intergroup
comparisons.
General fertility rate. –This rate relates
births in an area to the population at risk of
bearing children-women of childbearing ages
(15-44 years). It is the number of live births per
1,000 women of these ages. The fertility rate
controls for differences in the proportion of the
total population comprised by women in the
childbearing ages. Differences in the age distribu-
tion within the childbearing years can influence
the level of this rate just as differences in the
composition of the total population can affect
the birth rate.
Age-specific birth rates.–The age-specific
birth rates relate the number of births to
NOTE: A list of references follows the text.
mothers of a given age to the female population
of that age. They are expressed as the number of
births to mothers of a given age per 1,000
women in that age group.
Total ~ertility rate. –This measure is the sum
of the age-specific birth rates for 5-year age
groups multiplied by 5. It is an age-adjusted rate
because it is based on the assumption that there
are the same number of women (1,000) in each
age group. Therefore, it controls for differences
in the distribution of women within the child-
bearing ages. The totaJ fertility rate indicates the
number of children a hypothetical group of
1,000 women would have if they were to
experience a given set of age-specific rates
throughout the childbearing period.
Standard Metropolitan Statistical Areas
It should be noted that the definitions of
metropolitan areas used for vital statistics tab-
ulations for the New England area differ from
those established by the Office of Management
and Budget. The Office of hlanagement and
Budget uses towns and cities to define metro-
politan areas in New England. Since vital statis-
tics data are coded by counties rather than
towns, the metropolitan State economic areas,
established by the Bureau of the Census and
composed of whole counties, are used in New
EngIand. For all other parts of the country the
SMSA’S as defined for 1970 by the Office of
Management and Budget are used.
Population Bases
All rates presented in this report are com-
puted on the basis of the population enumerated
47
as of April 1 for the respective years. The figures Charactenstics,”A and “Detailed Character-
for 1970 are published by the U.S. Bureau of istics. ”s Populations for 1940, 1950, and 1960,
the Census in U.S. Census of Population: 1970, used for table 7, are shown in special reports
“Number of Inhabitants, “3 “General Population from the respective censuses.G -8
000
* U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 19777260.937:30
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VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS PUBLICATIONS SERIES
Formerly Public Health Service fiblication No. 1000
Series 1. Programs and Collection Procedures. –Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions, data collection methods used, definitions, and
other material necessary for understanding the data.
Sm”es 2. Data Evaluation and h~ethods Research. –Studies of new statistical methodology including experimental
tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical techniques,
objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, contributions to statistical theory.
Series 3. Analytical Studies. –Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.
Series 4. Documents and Committee Reports. –Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics, and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.
Series 10. Data from the Health Interview Survey. –Statistics on illness; accidental injuries; disability; use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services; and other health-related topics, based on data collected in
a continuing national household interview survey.
Sm”es 11. Data from the Health Examination Survey. –Data from direct examination, testing, and measurement
of national samples of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population provide the basis for two types of
reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined prevalence of i.pecific diseases in the United States and
the distributions of the population with respect to physical, physiological, and psychological charac-
teristics; and (2) analysis of relationships among the various measurements without reference to an
explieit finite universe of persons.
Series 12. Data from the Institutionalized Population Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.
Series 13. Data on Health Resources Utilization.–Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospital care, and family planning services.
Sert”es14. Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. -Statistics on the numbers, geographic distrib-
ution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health occu-
pations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.
Series 20. Data on Mortality. –Various statistics on mortality other than as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not available from the vital records, based on
sample surveys of those records.
Series 21. Data on Natality, Marrz”age,and Divorce. –Various statistics on nataiity, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records, based on sample surveys of those records.
Series 22. Datu j?om the National Mortality and Natality Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.
Smies 23. Da@ from the National Survey of Family Growth. –Statistics on fertility, family formation and disso-
lution, family plarming, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey of
a nationwide probability sample of ever-married women 1544 years of age.
For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: ScientW]c and Technical Information Branch
National Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service, HRA
Hyattsville, Md. 20782
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